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Secretary of State to present vigorously to Great
Britain the view of the United States.

Richard Olney of Boston, a lawyer of exceptional
ability and of the highest professional standing, was
then Secretary of State. His Venezuela dispatch,
however, was one of the most undiplomatic docu-
ments ever issued by the Department of State.
He did not confine himself to a statement of his
case, wherein any amount of vigor would have been
permissible, but ran his unpracticed eye unneces-
sarily over the whole field of American diplomacy.
"That distance and three thousand miles of inter-
vening ocean make any permanent political union
between a European and an American state un-
natural and inexpedient/' may have been a philo-
sophic axiom to many in Great Britain as well as
in the United States, but it surely did not need
reiteration in this state paper, and Olney at once
exposed himself to contradiction by adding the
phrase, "will hardly be denied." Entirely ignor-
ing the sensitive pride of the Spanish Americans
and thinking only of Europe, he continued: "To-
day the United States is practically sovereign on
this continent, and its fiat is law upon the subjects
to which it confines its interposition."

The President himself did not run into any such